LISTING OF CLAIMS 



1. (currently amended) A method for multicasting a retrieval 
request message to more than one of a plurality of mobile agents, 
comprising the stjeps of: 

packet comprising a retrieval request message 
destination information designated by a user; 
to which of said plurality of mobile agents said 
be sent, by referring to said preferential 



receiving 
and preferential 

determining 
message is to 



destination information; and 



sending sa 
mobile agents d 
retrieval reques 



d message to more than one of said plurality of 
termined as destinations for responding to said 



2. (original) The method according to claim 1, wherein 
said determining step further comprises a step of: referring to 
messaging poliqy data defining priorities of agents to which said 
message can be sent, 



3, (ori 
said messaging 



jinal) The method according to claim 2, wherein 
policy data is defined for each type of message. 
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4. (original) "he method according to claim 2, wherein 



said messaging policy 



receive the message for each type of message. 



data defines the number of agents which 



5. (original) /The method according to claim 2, wherein 
said determining step further comprises a step of: using said 
priorities of agents defined in said messaging policy data and 
pairs of agent names/ and priorities included in said preferential 
destination information to determine destination agents from an 



agent having highes 



6. (original 
comprising a step 
which are not 
to a representative 
message can be sent 



determined 



7. (originaL 
comprising a step 



"i: priority, 



The method according to claim 1, further 
of: sending information concerning agents 
as destination agents and said message 
agent which represents agents to which said 



The method according to claim 2, further 
of: sending information concerning agents 
which are not determined as destination agents and said message 
to a representative agent which represents agents to which said 
message can be sent. 
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8. (original) fThe method according to claim 6, wherein 



said representative 



source agent of a message, by referring to information from 



preregistered agents 



i;o which said message can be sent. 



9. (original) 
said representative 



agent generates a response message for a 



The method according to claim 7, wherein 
agent generates a response message for a 
source agent of a toessage, by referring to information from 
preregistered agents/ to which said message can be sent. 



and 



10. (currently amended) A computer comprising: 

an execution environment for a plurality of mobile agents; 

a message monitor for receiving a packet, comprising a 



retrieval reques 



the execution em 
determining to wh 
message is to b{e 



message and preferential destination 



information designated by a user, from an agent being active in 



ironment for said mobile agents, and for 
ch of said plurality of mobile agents said 
sent by referring to said preferential 



destination information, and for multicasting said messages to 



more than one of 
destination agents 



said plurality of mobile agents determined as 
for responding to said retrieval request. 
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11. (original) The computer according to claim 10, further 
comprising: a suorage device storing a messaging policy data 
defining priorities of agents to which said message can be sent, 

12. (original) The computer according to claim 11, wherein 
said message monitor determines, by using said priorities of 
agents defined in said messaging policy data and pairs of agent 
names and priorities included in said preferential destination 
information, destination agents from an agent having highest 
priority. 

13. (origfinal) The computer according to claim 10, wherein 
said message rrionitor sends information concerning agents' which 
are not determined as destination agents and said message to a 
representative agent which represents agents to which said 
message can be sent. 



14. (original) The computer according to claim 11, wherein 
said message monitor sends information concerning agents which 
are not determined as destination agents and said message to a 
representative agent which represents agents to which said 
message can be sent. 



15. (currently amended) A storage medium for storing a 
program execatable by a machine for causing the machine to 
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perform method stepp for multicasting a retrieval request message 
to more than one of a plurality of mobile agents, said method 
comprising the steg>s of: 

receiving a packet comprising a retrieval request message 
and preferential destination information designated by a user; 

determining tlo which of said plurality of mobile agents said 
message is to me sent, by referring to said preferential 
destination information; and 

sending said message to more than one of said plurality of 
mobile agents determined as destinations for responding to said 
retrieval reques 



16. (origi 
wherein said det 
a messaging pol 
said message car 



gijial) The storage medium according to claim 15, 
ermining step comprises a step of: referring to 
cy data defining priorities of agents to which 
be sent. 



17. (ori 
wherein said 
information 
destinations 
represents agen 



g^nal) The storage medium according to claim 15, 
pjrogram further comprises a step of: sending 
concerning agents which are not determined as 
add said message to a representative agent which 
:s to which said message can be sent. 



18. (original) The storage medium according to claim 16, 
wherein said program further comprises a step of: sending 
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information concerning agents which are not determined as 
destinations and said message to a representative agent which 
represents agents t/o which said message can be sent. 



19. (currently amended) A method for multicasting a 
retrieval request message to more than one of a plurality of 
mobile agents, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a/ retrieval request message; 

determining to which of said plurality of mobile agents said 
message is to be sent, by referring to a messaging policy data 
defining priori/ties of mobile agents to which said message can be 
sent; and 

sending daid message to more than one of said plurality of 



mobile agents 



determined as destinations for responding to said 



retrieval request 



20. (currently amended) A storage medium for storing a 



ausing a machine to execute the steps of a method 
ing a retrieval request message to more than one of 
of mobile agents, said method comprising the steps 



program for 
for multicast: 
a plurality 
of: 

receiving a retrieval request message; 
determining to which of said plurality of mobile agents said 
message is tD be sent, by referring to a messaging policy data 
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\ 



defining priorities of agents to which said message can be sent; 
and 

sending sajid retrieval request message to more than one of 
of mobile agents determined as destinations for 
aid retrieval request. 



said plurality 
responding to s 
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